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Dear Readers, 
It has been a crazy few months and we’ve been across the country celebrating the courts 
decision to reinforce equality in India. While we wait for the actual reading down of Section 
377, we decided to take a look into how women across the country look at fashion. While I 
couldn’t find one woman who accepted that she spent time on the way she looked, I came 
across many who do, and I thought about how queer women, especially lesbians have been 
setting trends for years now—ever since Meg Ryan got her shag hair cut.  
On the cover are six amazing women from Pune who jumped at the chance to get on the face 
of Jiah—Jeanette, Maria, Shruti, Ambika, Reshma and Jasmin, thank you!!! We had a 
pretty amazing photoshoot with a lovely hair and make up artist—Sachin and my favourite 
photographer in the whole world—Rahul Deshpande.  
I love getting feedback, so leave a comment on our wall or shoot us an e-mail at  
jiahmag@gmail.com 
Much Love, 

Apphia Apphia Apphia   



 ―Are you going to wear THAT to 
the office?‖ she asked, as her eyes went on 
to scan me from head to toe. ―People will 
think your mother doesn‘t buy you good 
clothes to wear – look at those shorts!‖ 
she added and walked away noticing my 
nonchalant look.  
 
 This was many years ago, things 
have changed since. I remember coupling 
shorts and a t-shirt and touring the world. 
My mother calls it the uniform. I am not a 
fashionista – far from one actually. I can 
appreciate beautiful clothes – on other 
people – girls in particular. My dressing 
style has become increasingly better over 
the years but my basic wardrobe remains 
the same.  
 
 In many societies, norms about 
clothing reflect standards of modesty,   
religion, social status and most               
importantly gender. I have never felt the 
need to co-ordinate my clothing with my 
sexuality or the norms of ‗dressing like a 

lesbian.‘ I love my keds and have always 
been a huge fan of neck ties, suits and 
waistcoats just as much as I fancy the   
little black dress or a nice skirt.  
 
 People have their own individual 
styles – butch, femme, tom boy, etc and 
I‘ve got mine too. I do have a certain  
aesthetic sense and   appreciate good 
fashion. I am quite the conventional 
shopper when it comes to choosing 
clothes for my slightly heavy Indian   
physique. 
 
 I don‘t essentially fall in any of the 
existing camps of butch or femme and I 
don‘t see myself going there any time 
soon or at all. A lot of men (often after 
hitting on me and failing miserably) have 
told me ―You don‘t look lesbian.‖ to 
which I‘ve replied ―You don‘t look 
dumb.‖ 
  
Where is the fun if I am one and look the 

part, eh?  
 



 Fashion imagery that surrounds the 
queer Indian woman goes across a wide     
spectrum of popular imagination and      
stereotypes from within and outside the     
community to the self created stoic look that 
we create for ourselves. A few years ago, a 
young dyke discovering her sexuality found 
herself at a point where she wants to cut her 
hair really short and dress up like a boy – call 
herself butch and be the man. Today a woman 
discovering her sexuality embraces her      
femininity and finds her own way of expressing 
herself – there is no dearth in the labels that 
incessantly follow her. She still allows herself 
the liberation and freedom of expression in 
what she wears, putting her own twist to the 
saying ‗clothes make a man‘; she makes her 
statement in what she chooses to wear and 

claims her identity. At any event held by the 
LGBT community in India, you come across 
women who express themselves in different 
styles. There is the young fashionable pimp hat 
wearing, asymmetrical hair cut donning dyke; 
the lovable bandana wearing butch dyke on her 
bike; the punk, goth looking tattooed dark 
dyke; the cigarette smoking, aviator wearing 
soft butch; the shoulder baring, converse    
donning, long haired desi femme, the fiercely 
liberated kurta wearing, braided hair activist 
lesbian and the feisty transwoman wearing a 
saree with immaculate make up – the list is 
endless.  
 
 A common factor amongst these women 
is that they express themselves, some not    
necessarily wearing their sexuality on their 
sleeves. Gone are the days of subtle hints that 
would be      signals to women-loving-women, 
so that they could identify themselves amongst 
the masses. Although some of those still        
remain: the little ring on her left pinky finger, 
the nautical star tattoo, the many bracelets and 



the shag hairdo. While a lot of these signs 
along with neatly trimmed nails can almost 
guarantee you a queer woman, my gaydar begs 
to differ. It is more than what shoes a woman 
wears and how she wears her hair. Sexiness in 
a woman is her innate confidence in herself 
and her sexuality. With a need to express her-
self in a personal way, women everywhere go 
through their own trial and error method of 
finding their own style and it doesn‘t always 
have to fall along the stereotypical lines of les-
bian. The women of today are liberated and 
stylish, creating their own fashion trends in 
their own cities.  
 Traveling across the country, I‘ve        
encountered women who have created their 
own league of ‗cool‘. These are the women who 
wear their ethnicity, proud to be queer Indian 
women. There is the infamous ‗chameli‘ look,          
christened by Namita Aavriti followed by 
many; the traditional kurta and jeans, a desi 
printed cotton vest, jhola on one shoulder and 
a cigarette in hand – I bet you five bucks that 
says it‘s a gudan garam on a rainy day and the 
laid-back tank tops paired with genie pants 
and chappals, tattoo bearing arms laden with 
colorful bracelets. It‘s our own sort of bohemia 
that comes out in a traditional and beautiful 
way.  
 Irrespective of whether the Indian queer 
woman dons the chameli look or the butch 
biker dyke look – I have yet to come across a 
dyke who admits that fashion is her ‗thing‘,  
although I‘d still bet you good money that she 
spends a lot of time on the way she looks, even 
if she wears minimal make up. It‘s probably 
fashionably cool to come off as someone who 
looks the part without trying hard – because, 

you know… we just are.  
 

Friends gathered for Queer Azadi Mumbai 2010 



Queer Azadi  
Mumbai  
2010 



 This year, India 
celebrated the one 
year anniversary of 
the court’s decision to 
read down Section 
377.  
 People showed up 
in numbers, strength 
and diversity to   
celebrate our first 
victory.  

Queer Azadi Mumbai, 2010 



 At first I was going to write an article 
about yoga clothes for the Jiah Fashion     
issue. Instead we are going to explore "Yoga 
Styles"- the many different forms of yoga. 
After I tell people that I practice or teach 
yoga the first question they ask is- "What 
style do you do?" And when people are ready 
to start a yoga practice, they ask- "What 
style of yoga should I do?" 
 From my own research and              
experience I believe that all yoga stems from 
the same root. Each teacher and each style 
are different branches of the 5000 year old 
yoga tree. Or, since we're talking about  

fashion this issue of Jiah- we can see yoga 
styles like clothing. As yoga students, we 
have to shop around for different yoga 
styles; see which style fits us well and feels 
right for our bodies. 
 This is a short exploration and      
glossary on different yoga styles so you can 
start to shop around for the right fit.          
Remember that Yoga is an all encompassing 
practice that includes mind, body, breath 
and spirit. In this list we will focus on the 
body-based yoga asana styles. 
 Wikipedia lists 52 different types of 
yoga styles, and I know from my own         

research there are many more that 
range from the traditional such as the 
Bihar school, to the contemporary like 
Anusara, and then all the way to funky 
like Disco Yoga. Some studios and 
teachers also experiment with wild 
workshops like a chocolate tasting Yoga 
or naked yoga or both! 
 Yoga can be expressed in many          
different fashions. What's your style?  
 In addition to the Yoga Styles 
chart on the next page, there are many 
styles, families, themes, and variations 
for asana yoga practice. Take your time 
to shop around, try different teachers 
and styles. When you find a style that 
works for your needs and your body- 
you can start a practice. You may wear 
jeans with your friends, pants to work, 
and a swim suit at the pool- just like 
clothes- yoga can change and fit to 
what your daily needs are as well. Give 
yourself that space to explore. If your 
body is tired, try a restorative class. If 
you need something active- try a Power 
class. Have fun finding your yoga style! 
No matter what is in fashion, pick the 

style that is right for you.  



Yoga Style Date Developed by Description from their websites My Notes Link 

Anusara 1997 John Friend 

A school of hatha yoga, which unifies a life-
affirming Shiva-Shakti Tantric philosophy of 
intrinsic goodness with Universal Principles 
of Alignment. 

- good balance between anatomy and 
spirit 
- fun and playful 

www.anusara.com 

Ashtanga 
(Power 
Yoga) 

1948 Sri K Pattabhi Jois  

Involves synchronizing the breath with a 
progressive series of postures—a process 
producing intense internal heat and a 
profuse, purifying sweat that detoxifies 
muscles and organs. The result is improved 
circulation, a light and strong body, and a 
calm mind. 

- this is a challenging practice, so make 
sure you do a level 1 class if you are a 
beginner and really learn the postures 
well before you move up. 
- Power Yoga is a "modern" version 
from the disciplined Ashtanga practice 

www.ashtanga.com 

Bikram 
Yoga 
(Hot Yoga) 

early 
1970's 

Bikram Choudhury  

These 26 postures systematically works 
every part of the body, to give all the internal 
organs, all the veins, all the ligaments, and 
all the muscles everything they need to 
maintain optimum health and maximum 
function. " 

- Drink lots of water! 
- this is a challenging practice, so make 
sure you do a level 1 class if you are a 
beginner and really learn the postures 
well before you move up. 

www.bikramyoga.c
om/ 

Hatha 
15th 
Century 

Sage Swatmarama 

"Swatmarama introduces Hatha Yoga as 
preparatory stage of physical purification 
that the body practices for higher" 

- Hatha yoga means the combination of 
asana, and pranayama to prepare the 
body for meditation. 

en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Hatha_yoga 

Iyengar 

1973- 
started 
ashram 

B.K.S. Iyengar  

The emphasis is given to precision and 
alignment in all postures. The use of self 
designed props such as wooden gadgets, 
belts, ropes helps the practitioner to achieve 
perfection in all the postures." 

- great to learn anatomy and proper 
alignment 
- great for theraputic purposes 

http://
www.bksiyengar.co
m/ 

Jivamukti 1984 
Sharron Gannon 
and David Life  

Vigorous Hatha Yoga classes with an 
emphasis on the Source teachings from such 
ancient texts as the Yoga Sutras of Patanjali 
and the Upanishads. 

- powerful sequencing 
- grounding in traditional philosphy 
- fun and energetic 

http://
www.jivamuktiyoga
.com/ 

Kripalu 1965 Amrit Desai 
Emphasizes the mechanics of yoga as well as 
the inner, spiritual dimensions of yoga 
practice.  

- good for beginners 
- good balance of body and spirit 

http://
www.kripalu.org/ 

Kundalini 1969  Yogi Bhajan  
Its focus is on self-awareness and delivering 
an experience of your highest consciousness. 

- focus on energy and healing 
- powerful practice on energy 

  

Sivananda 1950's 

Swamis Sivananda 
and 
Vishnudevananda 

Aims to retain the vitality of the body, retard 
the decaying process, and decrease chance of 
disease. 

- repeated sequencing 
- good for learning basic structure for 
beginners 

http://
sivananda.org/ 

Vinyasa 

evolved 
from 
ashtanga 
and 
hatha 

Various 

The linking of body movement with breath 
and a specific sequence of breath-
synchronized movements used to transition 
between postures 

- this form can be flexible dependent on 
the teacher 
- my style of yoga is closest to this form 

http://
en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Vinyasa 



Got questions about relationships, sexuality, coming out and transitioning? Send them to askdoc.jiah@gmail.com and 
Farzana will answer them in the next issue. 
Legal disclaimer: advice is provided here and content contained herein are not to be used as a substitute for professional mental health or medical services.  

Dear AskDoc, 
I am transgender male to female, but 
my problem is that I am attracted to 
women. I am living in an extreme 
closet; neither my wife nor any one 
else can understand my plight. But my 
greatest grouse is with GLBT people—
lesbians and other GLBT people        
ignore me. They say, “if you are trans-
gender then go to men and have sex 
with them”. They do not understand 
that transgender people can be gay. I 
am called a cheat, an imposter. The 
tragedy is that these comments are 
coming from lesbians. My experience 
with various helplines has been        
terrible. 
-Not a Cheat 
 
Dear Not A Cheat, 
Transphobia is an epidemic is straight and 
queer communities. You‘re right—this is a 
tragedy. 
Transgender people can have any sexual   

orientation: bisexual, straight, pansexual, 
gay or lesbian. It sounds to me that the   
people you‘ve encountered need some basic 
information, so I‘m going to focus my advice 
in their direction. 
  
But first, hang in there and keep trying to 
find support. Check out online supports like 
www.tsroadmap.com or www.lauras-
playground.com/transgender where you can 
find information and moderated chat. Con-
sider making a complaint to the supervisors 
of those GLBT helplines and encourage 
them to better educate their staff and volun-
teers. 
  
The ―T‖ in GLBT is not a fashion accessory. 
In order to be truly trans-inclusive, GLB 
groups need to act as allies to their trans 
brothers and sisters. We need to take a good 
look at the discriminatory beliefs we hold. 
We have to educate ourselves, and listen to 
what trans people say about the oppression 
they face. Watch the Trikone Video, ―My 

Body  Is  N ot  M ine‖ :  htt p://
www.trikone.org/index.shtml.  
  
We can make spaces welcoming and sup-
portive by being intentional in our words 
and deeds. For example, when holding 
events for queer women, make sure to in-
clude the word ―transwomen‖ in the invita-
tion, and recruit transwomen to be part of 
the organizing committee. Transwomen 
are real women, and some are real lesbi-
ans too. For more tips on being an ally, 
check out: http://web.mit.edu/trans/
tipsfortransallies.pdf . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Farzana Doctor, MSW, RSW, is a To-
ronto-based psychotherapist and 
novelist  www.farzanadoctor.com 

http://www.tsroadmap.com
http://www.lauras-playground.com/transgender
http://www.lauras-playground.com/transgender
http://www.trikone.org/index.shtml
http://www.trikone.org/index.shtml
http://web.mit.edu/trans/tipsfortransallies.pdf
http://web.mit.edu/trans/tipsfortransallies.pdf
http://www.farzanadoctor.com


  
 A city that comes together in diversity 
and versatility, offering up sounds, tastes and 
sights of a wide palate, Pune is the seventh 
biggest city in India and the largest city in the 
State of Maharashtra. Home to some of In-
dia‘s online publications, Pune is responsible 
for magazines like The Queer Chronicle, Puck 
and Jiah. This little city is located a few hours 
away from Mumbai and is easily accessible by 
the Mumbai – Pune Expressway. Unlike its 
sister city, Pune is a mix between the             
traditional and the modern. It is                   
Maharashtrian at its core, with a rich cultural 
heritage and history but is progressive in the 
lifestyle and is becoming a fast choice for 
young professionals across the country.  
First and foremost, if you are planning on   
visiting any place in the city, and you plan on 

using the trusted (not so much) public 
transport for doing so, then make sure that 
you have a certain basic idea how to get 
there. Rickshaw drivers here are skilled at 
taking longer routes, getting confused,    
forgetting the meter reading cards and of 
course, charging you extra for no reason. 
This is just a heads up. Now for the fun 
things about this city:  
Over the years, Pune has been known for its 
pristine natural beauty and things of that 
sort, but don‘t always believe what you 
read. Pune is a great place for the young 
and the young at heart. A true testament to 
that fact is the many places apt for people 
who love music and love to move to it. 
Spread across the city is a plethora of 
stages, some for the musician, some for the 
actor and some for the artist. Some of these 

places are rest0-bars that offer good music, 
special ladies nights and of course rounds 
of cocktails that are unheard of otherwise. 
Most of them are near Koregaon Park, an 
interesting place for nightlife.  
Not all is fun and frolic in this fast             
developing city. The city has a story to tell. 
Some of the most important battles in the 
Indian history took place in this city and it 
used to be the administration center of the 
country. Definite visits into the past are at 
Aga Khan Palace, where Mahatma Gandhi 
lived under house arrest; Shaniwarwada, 
home to Shivaji‘s family and the Lal Mahal 
(Red Palace), another residential palace.  
Other places you must visit are the Osho 
Ashram in Koregaon park and Urban     
Ashram in Mukund Nagar, tailor made for 
peace lovers. Osho is globally known for 



QUEER-FRIENDLY  

WATERING HOLES: 

 

High Spirits 

Post 91 

Hidden Place 

Curve 

their healing and peace techniques. I once 
went there and was blown away (quite liter-
ally) by the sheer beauty of the women    
attending a session. The Urban Ashram is 
known for amazing courses for vision and 
goal setting. They also have a lot of fitness 
related events that you can try out. 
Other than all of the above, one thing that 
you need to know about Pune is that it is a 
brilliant mix of old school thoughts and 
modern (not western) thinking. To put it 
simply, Pune is a place where you can freely 
see a sari clad corporate woman smoking a 
Benson Lights at a tapir. While here, don‘t 
forget to try out the infamous street food. 
Head over to the popular wada pav stall at 
J. J. Garden and the Chaatwala at Bund 

Garden.   

Pune‘s LGBT support group is called 
Birds of a Feather and is the currently 
the only functioning visible LGBT 
group. They host parties at reputed 
venues and have a lot of heart. You can 
contact them at boaf.pune@gmail.com 
or find them on facebook.  

Aga Khan Palace 

Bangle Market 

Friends, Family and Allies 
Birds of a Feather, 2010 



  
 Before Lady Gaga, 
there was Lady Sovereign. 
This young British rapper 
made her debut with the 
catchy ‗Love me or hate me‘ 
released her new album  
Jigsaw in April. She has lost 
the side pony tail and out-
run the angry donut and has 
a new single out called ‗I Got 
You Dancing‘. This out     
musician is taking to the 
floor with her original flavor 
and promises to deliver.  

 
 Move over hip 
hoppers and make way 
for the stoic and        
incredible Kaki King. 
Her latest album Jun-
ior puts her fret-
tapping, finger picking 
guitar skills upfront 
and her complex music 
makes for an interest-
ing sound. The track 
on her album are a 
whirlwind of emotions, 
not really letting you 
taste the musician, but 
yet leaves you  
enthralled.   

 
 If you‘re the kind who 
isn‘t into the techno—
electronica style of music, you 
must give Ma Faiza a chance. 
A woman who has a fiercely 
passionate aura around her 
always, pulsates a rhythm that 
has her audience dancing to in 
no time. Her mix of sounds 
range from ethnic to electro 
and she twirls them together 
effortlessly to serve up a      
flattering taste of grooves that 
are a reflection of who she is 
and who you want to be.  
 Ma Faiza can be found 
performing in Bangalore at Pebble, Blue Frog in Mumbai, 
Stone Water Grill in Pune and Nine Bar in Goa.  
 
 My favorite vocalist in 
the country, out acoustic     
performer Alisha Baath has 
a voice as fierce as the sun.  
Inspired by the likes of Ani  
DiFranco  and M el issa 
Etheridge, she wears a sexy 
persona as she takes to the 
stage. Recently moved back to 
Mumbai, she can be seen    
performing at Blue Frog and 

Hard Rock Café.   



Hannah Free 
 Sharon Gless stars in   
Hannah Free, a story about a   
lifelong love affair between an   
independent spirit and the 
woman she calls home. Hannah 
and Rachel grew up together in 
the same Midwestern town, 
where traditional gender        
expectations challenge their 
love for each other. It is a story, 
weaving between the past and 
the present, of their undying 
love over a lifetime of events.  
 

The Kids are Alright 
 Annette Bening and Julianne Moore star as a long 
time lesbian couple with two children. Everything is 
smooth sailing until the kids decide to locate their sperm 
donor, Paul played by  Mark Rufallo. The  parents initially  
reject the stranger walking into a family they‘ve worked 
hard to build, but 
then see that a 
bond is growing  
between him and 
the children. One 
refreshing aspect of 
the film is how   
casual the children 
are about having 
two lesbian parents 
and the it reflects 
the change in       
today‘s society.  
 

La Mission 
 In the Mission 
district of San Francisco  
Che Rivera (Benjamin 
Pratt) has always had to 
be tough to survive. He 
is respected for his mas-
culinity and strength 
throughout the barrio. 
When he discovers that 
his only son, Jes, is gay 
he disowns him. What 

follows is a self realization and 
Che embracing a part of himself 
he has never shown.  
This film has won 13 Film Festival 
awards. 
 

Soldier’s Girl 
 Based on the true story of 
21-year old Private Barry Winchell 
who fell in love with a beautiful 
t ransgendered night  club          
performer, Soldier‘s Girl is a      
fascinating, honest, confronting 
and psychologically compelling 
story. Not letting anyone off easy, 
the honest depiction of the      
character‘s relationship is           
refreshing. Starring Lee Pace as 
the beautiful Calpernia Adams,    
Soldier‘s Girl is a exceptional 

movie with a riveting ending.   



 
Jennifer Baumgardner takes an insightful look into 
bisexuality and amidst the throes of feminism and 
Ani DiFranco, insists that bisexuality challenges the 
limitations of ‗Gay‘ and ‗Straight‘. 
 

 Price: Rs. 550/- 
Available on www.queer-ink.com 

Set in World War II Nazi Germany, Erica Fisher tells the 
radiant love story of Lily and Felice and their fight to stay 
together despite the odds.  
 
Price: Rs. 350/- 
Available on www.queer-ink.com 



 Coming back to 
HBO this season is True 
Blood. With the lesbian 
V ampir e  Qu een  o f        
Louisiana - Sophie Ann 
and Pam, back to the small 
screen—blood thirsty 
dykes can spit out the 
bland twilight series and 
get hooked.  
 True Blood star 
Anna Paquin came out as 
bisexual recently during a 
public service announce-
ment video for the  We 
give a Damn Campain. You 
can watch Paquin‘s video 
on www.wegiveadamn.org. 
 
 Back to Star World, the 
latest new series, White Collar 
has a FBI agent who likes the la-
dies. Played by Marsha  Thoma-
son, previously seen on Las Ve-
gas, Diana Lancing is a straight 
up gay lady. She appered in the 
pilot and has been MIA ever 
since. Don‘t worry, she will be 
back in the last episode of the 
season, and then will be back for 
good in Season 2. 
 By the way, minus points 
to all cable channels for           

censoring kisses and for their horrific subtitles!  

 The adorable and almost 
perfect Jane Lynch is back on 
Star World this season, as Sue 
Sylvester on television‘s gay 
friendliest series— Glee! The 
media friendly, sadistic     
cheerleading coach definitely 
humors the spirit as she is 
comically anti-gay.  

 Watch closely for 
glimpses of Santana and 
Brittany, two cheerlead-
ers who play for our 
team. The hints and not 
so subtleties are all there. 
Team Brittana anyone? 

On Zee Café, Shonda Rhimes, 
creator of Private Practice, 
seems to get it right every time. 
Dr. Addison Montgomery‘s 
mother, Bizzy comes out this 
season. Addison has to deal 
with finding out that her 
mother has been an active     
lesbian with best friend Susan 
for the last 20 years.  



 
 Feast your eyes on the Wonder Woman of our century. 
After 69 years, DC Comics has finally given the Amazonian 
warrior a makeover. After all ―which woman wears the same 
outfit for 60+ years?‖ asks the new writer J. Michael  
Straczinsky.  
  
 With a look designed for the 21st Century, Wonder 
Woman now wears pants, has a cutting edge hair do, and a 
jagged jacked to add to the rockstar oomph! She looks fiercer 
and tougher with a modern sensibility. Also, if you notice 
she‘s lost the star spangled spandex, which honestly makes 
her look like she‘s got more taste than simply wrapping a flag 
around her.  
   
 In response to the question, why was DC Comics 
changing her look now, Jim Lee, co-publisher of DC Comics 
says, ―I think that part of it is our job, our ability to take these 
characters and reinvigorate them and redefine them for every 
age.‖ This move may also have come to make transferring 
Wonder Woman onto the big screen easier.  
  
 Looking at her makeover, she looks fierce, confident, 
strong, sexy and feminine. Are those Eureka Mary Jane 

Pumps she‘s wearing?  



I once knew a girl, 
Who had, 

Bright bright eyes, 
Rich black hair, 

And soil coloured skin. 
 

I once knew a girl 
Who would 

Dance in the rains, 
And then dry her hair, 

Just outside my window. 
 

This girl 
Would sit at her window, 

As I sat at mine 
And hum and whistle, 

And sob and sigh. 
 

And this girl, 
Cried all night, 

And prayed all dawn, 
Right outside my window. 

 
I once knew this girl, 

Who pined all summer 
for the girl in the opposite window 

A girl who didn‘t seem to know she existed. 
 

I once knew a girl 
Who lived in the house beside mine 

And our windows spoke to each other, 
Though we never did. 

 
And this girl, 

I was told, 
Wrote poems about a girl 

She once knew. 
- Arunlekha Sengupta 

 



 The hottest new movement in the country is one that 
has been long awaited. Queer Campus India takes queer 
rights to the youth. Creators of this hearty group want to 
bridge the gap between youngsters and young adults. Queer 
Campus India is a fledging collective for queer Indian youth, 
a platform to help them come to terms with their sexuality. 
discuss issues about it that they may not be able to deal with 
alone, or just share experiences and, as their Facebook group 
says, ―find a circle of rainbow buddies.‖ This especially helps 

youth that have little or no support from friends and   
family who might feel isolated.  
 It also serves as a platform to discuss                     
discrimination issues and activism, and help queer youth 
realize that they are not alone, providing a much-needed 
support system as they navigate through one of the  
toughest phases of life, while grappling with sexuality    
related issues. It also helps involve heterosexual support-

ers of the LGBT movement in India.  
- Anuradha Santhanam 



ALTERNATIVE LAW FORUM 

112/4, Infantry Road, 

Bangalore 560001 

Tel: 080 286 8757 

Www.altlawforum.org 

contact@altlawforum.org 

 

AL FATIHA FOUNDATION  
a group dedicated to queer Muslims and their allies 

http://www.al-fatiha.org/ 

 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER 

A support group on facebook for the LGBT in Pune 

Boaf.pune@gmail.com, Tel:9765006412/ 09686101101 

 

BLUE DIAMOND SOCIETY  

Nepal's only organization for sexual minorities 
http://www.bds.org.np/ 
 

GOOD AS YOU 

Tel: 080 2223 0959 

Www.goodasyou.in 

goodasyoublr@googlemail.com 

 

HUMSAFAR TRUST 

1st Floor, Umashankar Bldg 

Near MPT Ground, Patrong 

Vasco da Gama 403802 

Tel 0832 2500 144/ 9823551702 

Humsafar.goa@gmail.com 

www.humsafar.org/ 

INDIA (AND SOUTH ASIA) SEXUALITY MINORI-
TIES RIGHTS PAGE  
http://www.sacw.net/SexualityMinorities/ 

 

INDIAN SPICE 

The only queer desi site in South Africa 

www.indianspice.co.za/gay/  

 

IMAAN 

Muslim LGBTQ support in the UK  

www.Imaan.org.uk 

 

JIAH: The magazine for Women with Heart 

jiahmag@gmail.com; mail.jiah@gmail.com 

+91 81494 32440 

 

LABIA (Stree Sangam) 

P. O. Box 16613, Mumbai 400019 

 

LESBIT 

Tel: 080 2343 9124 

 

NAZ FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL 

9 Gulzar Colony 

New Berry Lane, Lucknow 226001 

Tel: 205781/2   

Fax: 205783 

nazfoundint@yahoo.com 

http://www.nazindia.org/  

http://www.al-fatiha.org/
http://www.bds.org.np/
mailto:Humsafar.goa@gmail.com
http://www.sacw.net/SexualityMinorities/
http://www.indianspice.co.za/gay/
http://www.nazindia.org/


SAPPHO 

Post Box No EC35 

Kolkata 700010 

Tel: 033 22813462 

sappho1990@rediffmail.com 

Sappho.shoe.org 

 

SARANI 

84 Jhowtalla Rd, Suite No. 2 

Kolkata 700017 

wrongzone@hotmail.com 

 

SARBAT 
The Group for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and     Transgendered Sikhs 

http://www.sarbat.net/ 

 

SHAKTI RESOURCE CENTRE 

No. 42A, 1st Floor, 5th Avenue 

Besant Nagar, Chennai 600090 

Www.shakticenter.org 

anjana@shakticenter.org 

padma@shakticenter.org 

Tel: 09940025231/ 9884085788 

 

TRIKONE 

For Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered South Asians 
http://www.trikone.org/ 
  

VOICES AGAINST 377 

http://www.voicesagainst377.org/  

 NIGAH 

Nigahdelhi.blogspot.com 

contact@nigah.org 

 

PINK DELHI 

A group for women in Delhi 

Www.pinkdelhi.com 

 

QUEER KERELA 

queerkerela.co.nr 

 

SAMPATHIK TRUST 

1004 Budhwar Peth 

T 9, Third Floor, Rameshwar Market, 

Near Vijay Maruti Chowk 

Pune 411002 

Tel: 02024465362 

Samapathik@hotmail.com 

Samapathik_pune@yahoo.co.in 

 

SANGAMA 

#9, “Ababil” 

Patil Chaluvappa Street 

J.C. Nagar, M.R.Palya 

Bangalore 560006 

Tel: 080 2343 8840/ 43 

sangama@sangama.org 

Crisis helplines: 

9945601651/52/53/54 

http://www.sarbat.net/
http://www.trikone.org/
http://www.voicesagainst377.org/

